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India’s World & Sushma Swaraj 
Institute of Foreign Service  

(MEA) Present

India’s Next Generation 
Strategic Thinkers

NATIONAL  
ESSAY 

COMPETITION  
2025

KEY DATES

15th August 2025
Applications Open

15th September 2025
Abstract & CV Deadline

25th October 2025
Full Essay Submission
For shortlisted 
candidates

30th November 2025
Winners Announced

1st October 2025
Top 100 Shortlist 

Announced

November 2025
Jury Interaction
Top 10 Finalists

4th December 2025
Presentation & 

Felicitation at India’s 
World Conclave,  

New Delhi



ABOUT THE COMPETITION
India’s Next Generation Strategic Thinkers 

2025 will be selected by India’s World 
Magazine & Sushma Swaraj Institute 
of Foreign Service (SSIFS, Ministry of 

External Affairs) through a National Essay 
Competition and interaction  

with an eminent jury.

THEME 2025
How Can India Contribute to the  

Emerging World Order?

The post-World War II order is fracturing. 
Traditional powers are struggling, and a 
new global system is emerging, its shape 
still uncertain. Amid this shift, India has a 
rare opportunity to expand its influence.

This year’s Competition challenges 
participants to critically examine how 

India can influence and lead in a rapidly 
changing international order.

IN JOINT PURSUIT

India’s World Magazine
India’s World is a magazine on international affairs with 
an Indian perspective. It is India’s premier platform for 
incisive and independent discussions on India’s Foreign 

Policy. The Magazine was Inaugurated by Hon’ble External 
Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar in December 2024.

Sushma Swaraj Institute of  
Foreign Service (SSIFS)

The Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service is 
India’s Premier institution for training diplomats. It was 
established in 1986 by the Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India.

HOW TO APPLY

Registration Fee:
`450 (includes a Complementary print copy  

of India’s World Magazine)

Required Documents:
CV

250-word abstract

READ OUR USE OF AI POLICY 
visit website

AWARDS

For the Top 3 Winners
Certificates signed by the jury.
`30,000 cash prize each. 

The top three winners will be interviewed by the EU Delegation 
to India (EUDEL), with the selected candidate being nominated for 

the prestigious European Union Visitors Programme (EUVP)
Essays published in print and online editions of India’s World.
 Invitation to present on panels at the India’s World Conclave 

2025, and on-stage felicitation.
Exclusive session with the SSIFS Dean and Indian  

Foreign Service Officer Trainees.
Engagement with the India’s World Editorial Advisory  

Board led by Prof. C. Raja Mohan.
Complimentary print + digital one-year  

subscription to India’s World.
 Induction into the India’s Next Generation  

Strategic Thinkers Network
Travel stipend and overnight accommodation (round-trip  

within India) for the Conclave.

For the Top 10 Finalists
Essays will be published on the India’s World Website and 

promoted widely across platforms
 Induction into the India’s Next Generation Strategic  

Thinkers Network – a curated cohort for mentorship, collaboration, 
and future opportunities.

 Invitation to a virtual interaction with the jury  
before final selection of the top 3.
Complimentary digital one-year  

subscription to India’s World.

Lt. Gen. D. S. Hooda 
Former General 

Officer Commanding-
in-Chief,  

Northern Command,  
Indian Army 

Ambassador Raj 
Kumar Srivastava 

Dean, Foreign 
Service Institute 
Chair of the Jury

Dr. C. Raja Mohan
Chair, Editorial 
Advisory Board, 

India’s World 

Ambassador  
Sanjay Verma

Member, UPSC; 
former Indian 
Ambassador

Dr. Happymon Jacob
Editor,  

India’s World

Ambassador Riva 
Ganguly Das

Former Secretary (East) 
Ministry of External 

Affairs, former Indian 
Ambassador

THE 2025 JURY

India’s Next Strategic Thinkers will be  
selected by a distinguished Jury


